
GRE AWA Sample 13

GRE Issue Sample Essay

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement, and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should
consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these
considerations shape your position.

1. Issue
"The pursuit of happiness should be a fundamental right for all individuals."

2. Issue
"Innovation thrives in an environment of competition."

3. Issue
"A diverse workforce is essential for a thriving economy."

4. Issue
"The best way to predict the future is to create it."

5. Issue
"Technology has made us more connected but less social."

6. Issue
"Artificial intelligence will replace more jobs than it creates."

7. Issue
"Traditional education is no longer relevant in the modern world."

8. Issue
"Social media has a negative impact on interpersonal relationships."

9. Issue
"Freedom of speech should have limits to protect against hate speech."



10. Issue
"Environmental conservation should take precedence over economic growth."

GRE Argument Sample Essay

1. Argument

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to
evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or
strengthen the argument.

“To reverse a decline in listener numbers, our owners have decided that WWAC
must change from its current rock-music format. The decline has occurred despite
population growth in our listening area, but that growth has resulted mainly from
people moving here after their retirement. We must make listeners of these new
residents. We could switch to a music format tailored to their tastes, but a continuing
decline in local sales of recorded music suggests limited interest in music. Instead,
we should change to a news and talk format, a form of radio that is increasingly
popular in our area.”

2. Argument

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence can evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

“A jazz music club in Monroe would be a tremendously profitable enterprise.
Currently, the nearest jazz club is 65 miles away; thus, the proposed new jazz club in
Monroe, the C-Note, would have the local market all to itself. Plus, jazz is extremely
popular in Monroe: over 100,000 people attended Monroe’s annual jazz festival last
summer; several well-known jazz musicians live in Monroe; and the highest-rated
radio program in Monroe is ‘Jazz Nightly,’ which airs every weeknight at 7 P.M.
Finally, a nationwide study indicates that the typical jazz fan spends close to $1,000
per year on jazz entertainment.”



3. Argument

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove
unwarranted.

“In an effort to improve our employees’ productivity, we should implement electronic
monitoring of employees’ Internet use from their workstations. Employees who use
the internet from their workstations need to be identified and punished if we are to
reduce the number of work hours spent on personal or recreational activities, such
as shopping or playing games. By installing software to detect employees’ Internet
use on company computers, we can prevent employees from wasting time, foster a
better work ethic at Climpson, and improve our overall profits.”

4. Argument

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted

"Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered by
nearby Omni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni
showed a significant decrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and
classroom space, most likely because online instruction takes place via the Internet.
In contrast, over the past three years, enrolment at Humana University has failed to
grow and the cost of maintaining buildings has increased. Thus, to increase
enrolment and solve the problem of budget deficits at Humana University, we should
initiate and actively promote online degree programs like those at Omni."

5. Argument

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.



“According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year,
fewer people attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And
yet the percentage of positive reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super
Screen movies actually increased during the past year. Clearly, the contents of these
reviews are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus, the problem lies
not with the quality of our movies but with the public’s lack of awareness that movies
of good quality are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share
of its budget next year to reaching the public through advertising.”


